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 Modesto Narcotics 
Enforcement Team

 Provides street level drug 
enforcement:
◦ Search Warrants
◦ Surveillance
◦ Undercover Operations
◦ Courtroom Testimony
◦ Utilize Confidential 

Informants

 Assist other units with 
surveillance, search 
warrants, and other high 
risk activities
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 Why Drugs?

 Heroin

 Synthetic Drugs/Trends

 Prescription Meds

 Questions
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 An average heroin addict can 
spend $50/day on their 
addiction

 “Fencing” (stealing stolen 
property) at ½ to 1/10 the 
original cost

 Economic  Impact:       
$36,500 - $182,500 per year
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Economic 

Impact



 Many of whom have 
issues with 
methamphetamine/ 
heroin addiction

6



 Drug abuse can 
be directly 
associated with 
multiple areas of 
criminal activity

 Drug 
enforcement 
activities have a 
wide impact as a 
result
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 Poppy Plants

 Extract the Sap

 Mixed with lime and boiling water

 Morphine is formed and skimmed off

 Morphine is combined with ammonia, boiled 
again, and then dried.

 10 lbs. Morphine = 1 lb. of Heroin
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 Late 1980’s: Johnson & Johnson purchases vast 
poppy fields in Tazmania, which would later 
supply 60%-80% of the pharmaceuticals for the 
world Oxycodone supply. Supplies Purdue 
Pharma.

 ~1995: Opioid prescriptions began increasing
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 1996: Purdue Pharma begins aggressive 
marketing campaign for new product 
“OxyContin”, downplaying its addictive 
properties and dangerous side effects

 Doctors began liberally prescribing opioid 
medication
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 2010: Purdue Pharma reformulates 
OxyContin, making it more difficult to abuse. 
Sparks rise in heroin use / deaths

 2013: Fentanyl enters US heroin market, 
making heroin more potent and more 
profitable to “cut” (dilute to increase product).

 -Present: Fentanyl popularity continues to 
rise 
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 Purdue Pharma has had to pay over $600 
million in fines, with three of its top 
executives convicted of misleading regulators

 Johnson & Johnson recently reached a 
settlement to pay $570 million in the state of 
Oklahoma for its role in the Opioid Epidemic 

 Multiple other companies have been fined or 
reached settlements for their participation in 
the crisis
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 Notice the color / texture

 Not street-level heroin

 Branded for recognition
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 Dark brown or black tar like substance

 Commonly smoked or injected

 Vinegar-like smell
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 Under the effects of an opiate, aka Narcotic 
Analgesic
◦ Slowed pulse

◦ Distorted perception of time (slowed)

◦ Constricted Pupils

◦ Burnt fingers and lips

◦ Discolored fingers
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◦ Torn plastic
◦ Baggies
◦ Balloons
◦ Aluminum Foil
◦ Syringes
◦ Soda can bottoms
◦ Cotton
◦ Lighters
◦ “Tooters”
◦ Track Marks
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 Socially withdrawn

 Missing Valuables / money

 Track marks

 Disappearing prescription pills

 Increased time spent sleeping

 Loss of interest / motivation

 Unexplained weight loss

 Decreased hygiene / attention to physical 
appearance 
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 All the same stereotypes as the traditional 
“drug dealer” 

 Violence is still associated with pill sales

 Both counterfeit and authentic pills
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 High demand for opioid pills
◦ Vicodin, Oxycontin, Methadone, Etc.
◦ Perception is different coming from a doctor. Less 

“dirty”
 Dealing hydrocodone is the same charge as dealing heroin

◦ Users commonly progress from pills to 
Heroin due to cost and availability. Pills 
can be upwards of $10 / each.

 Common to “stack” drugs for desired effect: i.e. 
– hydrocodone w/ Xanax
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 Educate yourself: Find out if you’re taking 
opioids unknowingly

 Educate your children

 Lock up or dispose of old prescriptions. 
Modesto PD has a “Drop the Drugs” bin.

 Minimize your own painkiller use. Can 
Ibuprofen or an alternative suffice? 

37



MNETOPS@

MODESTOGOV.COM

38


