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Fensterwald: What does California’s superintendent of public instruction do? A quick 
guide 

This Q&A explains what the state superintendent does and doesn’t do and why a job with limited 
policy authority periodically has been in the crosshairs of legislators and governors. 

EdSource: Unlike governor’s race, contest for California schools chief yet to attract multi-
million dollar contributions 

The race for state superintendent for public instruction between the two major candidates 
Marshall Tuck and Assemblyman Tony Thurmond has yet to trigger the spending spree of the 
last contest, when Tuck ran unsuccessfully against incumbent Tom Torlakson four years ago. 

Azusa Unified contemplates closing three schools 
Facing budget shortfalls and a shrinking student population, Azusa Unified could close three 
campuses. 

Valley parents want ‘voices counted’ in search for LAUSD chief 

A group of San Fernando Valley parents decried the Los Angeles Unified School District’s 
search process for the next superintendent and claimed the school board is not being transparent 
and not seeking input from parents and students. 

East Bay school district loses bid for nearly $450,000 in attorney’s fees over public records 
suit 

Newark’s school district cannot recoup nearly $450,000 in attorney’s fees from a woman the 
district sued over her refusal to return mistakenly released emails, a judge in Hayward has ruled. 

EdSource: Despite progress, California’s teaching force far from reflecting diversity of 
students 

California has a far more racially and ethnically diverse teaching force than it had 20 years ago 
— and a more diverse one than is the case nationally. But during the same period, California’s 
public school student population has also become more diverse.  
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Advocates accuse West Contra Costa Unified of failing to release data on student 
performance 

Lawyers on behalf of two parents and a student filed an administrative complaint this week 
asserting that West Contra Costa Unified officials are violating state law by failing to release 
student data needed to evaluate the district’s annual accountability plan. 

Schools sacrifice to boost Island teachers’ pay 

At its April 10 public meeting, Alameda schools’ Board of Education approved a series of 
budget realignment strategies to shift funds from programs to employee salaries.  

Alameda school leaders adjust budget to boost employee salaries 

Trustees with the Alameda Unified School District have approved budget changes aimed at 
freeing up money to boost employee pay. 

LAUSD retiree health benefits costs grow to $15.2 billion 
April 19, 2018 Education Headlines  

On a day when LAUSD Board Members met behind closed doors to interview the final 
candidates for a new superintendent to lead the district, LAUSD released a new report showing 
that the unfunded liability for retiree health benefits has now grown by nearly $2 billion to $15.2 
billion. 

Here’s where charter schools are growing fastest in California 

California charter school enrollment has increased 150 percent in the past 10 years, according to 
new data from the California Department of Education. About 630,000 students attended charter 
schools in the state at the start of the 2017 school year. 

Brooke Ashjian’s term on the school board has so far cost Fresno Unified $2.7 million 

Fresno Unified paid more than $2.7 million because of trustee Brooke Ashjian’s conflicts of 
interest with local construction companies during his first and only term on the school board, 
according to district documents. 
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