
 
The following (from EdSource) answers some key questions about how the plan 
is intended to operate. 
 
Does Newsom’s plan need legislative approval? 
Yes, and he will need to get it soon in order for the plan to go into effect during the current 
school year. 
 
Can all schools participate? 
Only schools in counties with fewer than 28 positive coronavirus cases per 100,000 population 
can participate. As of Jan. 1, that means most schools will not be able to participate, as only 11 
counties out of 58 in the state have infection rates of less than 28. 

Schools in Stanislaus County will not be able to participate at this time due to higher COVID 
infection rates. 

What incentives are there for districts to participate? 
Districts that participate will receive additional funding: a base amount of $450 per student, plus 
an additional amount per student based on the number of high needs students (low-income 
students, English learners, foster and homeless children) in their district, as defined by the Local 
Control Funding Formula. Gov. Newsom said that the extra amount could be as much as $250 
per student in addition to the base amount. 
 
What do schools have to do to participate? 
Schools must submit a Covid-19 Safety Plan to local and state health authorities. Local health 
authorities have five days to approve or disapprove the plan. 
 
Does the program extend to all children in all grades? 
No, this only applies to children in grades K through six, plus transitional kindergarten. 
 
Will children have to attend schools that reopen? 
No. Schools will still have to offer distance learning for parents who don’t want their children to 
receive in-person instruction. 
 
Where will the funds to pay for the program come from? 
They will come out of extra state funding allocated for K-12 schools through the Proposition 98 
formula that will be available because of an unexpected budget surplus this year. The funding 
will be included in the budget proposal Newsom is required to make by Jan. 10 for the coming 
fiscal year. 
 
Do school districts have to do anything extra to receive the funds? 
Yes. Everyone in a school — both adults and children — have to be tested for the virus on a 
regular basis, even those who are have no symptoms. For districts in counties with less than an 
average of 14 positive cases per 100,000, everyone has to be tested every two weeks. In districts 
with a higher incidence rate, everyone would have to be tested weekly. 

Everyone will be expected to wear masks. However, school staff will be required to wear 
surgical masks, which will be distributed to schools at no cost by the state. 

https://edsource.org/2020/in-remarkable-turnaround-california-schools-can-expect-huge-one-time-windfall-next-year-lao-says/644014


Will schools that have already opened for in-person instruction be able to participate in the 
program? 
The materials released so far don’t address this issue directly.  But presumably, these schools 
will be able to participate, as long as they meet the guidelines, and submit a health safety plan to 
local and state officials for approval. 
 
Who will pay for Covid-19 testing? 
The private health plans that employees already have as well as MediCal for those enrolled in the 
program are supposed to cover the costs of testing. For individuals who don’t have private 
insurance or are not enrolled in MediCal, schools districts will presumably have to cover the 
costs. 
 
When does the program start? 
The program will be phased in, beginning on February 15 for students in transitional 
kindergarten through second grade, and for students in the third to sixth grade on March 15. By 
Feb. 1, districts must submit a COVID safety plan that has the approval of school employee 
unions and meets the new Cal/OSHA regulations. However, the timeline would be pushed back 
for districts in counties with high infection rates until the infection rates fall below 28 cases per 
100,000 residents. 
 


