
 

 

Writing Tips 
"Rewriting is the essence 

of writing well: it's where the 
game is won or lost.” 

William Zinsser 
 

 

Unpack all the questions or the prompts.   
Make sure you understand what you are being asked and how many parts to the 
question or prompt there are.   You don’t want to miss anything. 

 

 

Do a quick pre-write, or plan. 
You want to avoid repeating yourself.  Think about what information you want to 
share for each of the questions or prompts.  You have precious little space, 
probably, to respond, so plan out what you want to write about for each of the parts 
of the unpacked prompts.  What fits best where? 

 

 

Get it on paper. 
Just write down what you want to say, following your plan.  Don’t fuss with word 
choices yet.  Get it out on paper and make sure you shared what you said you would 
in your plans. 

 
 
 
 

 

FOUR:  take the time to go back and re-read what you have written. 
This is the important part.   

 Start by reading what you have written out loud.  You will discover that you 
forgot to write in some words.  You will find that you used the same word over 
and over. What would be good synonyms to use?  You may have written a super 
long sentence that goes on and on and rambles.  Take the time to fix that.  You 
may have fragments or incomplete sentences.  Fix those too.   If you stumble 
over your sentences while you are reading out loud, the reader will likely 
stumble as well.  Be willing to give up your first phrasing. 

 Don’t take up your allotted words with empty phrases or wording.  Make sure 
your sentences use good strong nouns and verbs that carry lots of meaning. 

 Find someone else to read what you have written and make comments. 

Writing is a process, and good writing doesn’t come from people who just 

“spit it out” on paper because they are gifted.  Good writing takes time.  So, 

a big part of writing (for college autographical statements and for 

scholarship questions) is making sure you set aside the time:  Start sooner 

than you think you have to!  Take a little breather after you have written 

your first draft before you start to edit.  Be kind to those you are asking to 

read your work by giving them time to really help. 
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